






Girls Rock Indy Bolsters Indy Scene While
Growing Kids’ Musical Prowess And Conf idence
By: Tim Brouk

Over its 13-year history, Girls Rock Indy (GRI) has 
taught about 1,000 kids ages 9-16 the wonders of 
picking up a guitar, learning how to write a song 
and performing in f ront of an audience.

Of those aspiring Joan Jetts, Hayley Williamses and 
Janelle Monáes, many stick with music to some de-
gree af-
ter they 
age out 
of the 
camp, 
which 
also pro-
motes 
diversity, 
equi-
ty and 
collab-
oration 
along with the rocking out. Many former camp-
ers have bolstered the local scene on stages and 
soundboards. In conjunction with the Herron 
School of Art and Design and the Department of 
Music and Arts Technology at IUPUI, which has 
hosted most in-person camps the last several years, 
the campers receive much more than how to play a 
rock drumbeat. They learn that they have the pow-
er of rock n’ roll within them and that it must be 
shared.

“Overall, I think that GRI and its volunteers have 
contributed greatly to the success of a number of 
young musicians in the Indy music scene,” said 
GiGi Miedema, a camp director and board member 
for Girls Rock Indy as well as a 2011 and 2012 GRI 
graduate who plays cello for the Philharmonic Or-
chestra of Indianapolis. “I think that kids who come 
to GRI often stick with music and are given a boost 
in conf idence to get out there and be a part of the 
scene. 

“GRI has always made an effort to show our camp-
ers that we care deeply about their success in and 
out of camp, and one of the ways we do this is to 
provide opportunities throughout the year when-

ever possible for com-
munity and music 
making. Over the past 
two years we have run 
an instrument loan 
program, which allows 
our campers to take an 
instrument home for 
the year after camp.”

Applications for Girls Rock Indy 2024 will open in 
the spring. Check out girlsrockindy.org for more.

GRI didn’t lose a beat during and after COVID-19. A 
virtual camp commenced in 2020, and an outdoor 
edition was held successfully at Camp Sertoma 
and outside Healer in 2021. Then, in 2022 and 2023, 
GRI received near-record amounts of applications 
— proving that the passion for music was still alive 
and well within central Indiana kids. 

The camp is held mid-July on IUPUI campus for 
two one-week sessions. Each week culminates in 
a concert open to the public. 2022 and 2023 show-
cases were staged at Irving Theater.

“The campers — all girls, trans and gender expan-
sive youth — took all of this change (during the 
pandemic) in stride and showed up for one another 
f iercely,” Miedema said. “They have continued to 
show a great desire to learn and make music to-
gether, and even more importantly, to accept and 
uplift each other at every turn.

“Each summer is a unique challenge. The campers 
meet new people, learn new instruments, form a 
new band, write a new song, and perform it at the 
end of f ive days. Sound stressful? Yes, but the chal-
lenges and excitement it brings are vital in creat-
ing bonds that last a lifetime.”  

While the campers create f riendships through the 
joy of playing, writing and performing music, vol-
unteers 
and camp 
directors 
like Mie-
dena are 
enriched 
during 
the Girls 
Rock In-
dy’s camp 
weeks. 

“My favorite 
part of working with GRI is how I get to learn f rom 
the people around me,” she said. “Each summer I 
am pushed not only by my fellow volunteers, but by 
the campers too. I love that each summer we get to 
come together as a family and try new things, tack-
le new obstacles, laugh, dance, cry, sing and rock 
out.”
le new obstacles, laugh, dance, cry, sing and rock 

Band practice at Girls Rock! Camp (submitted photo)
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GIRLS ROCK! INDIANAPOLIS CONTINUES MISSION

Girls Rock! Camp (submitted photo)

Girls Rock! Camp Showcase (submitted photo)
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Indianapolis has had a fabulous, storied, sometimes diffi cult 
history with access to all-ages events and concerts. Not 
including the basement show, DIY garage performance, or 
large-scale corporate owned venue, these local places listed 
here make it a point to remain both independent as well as 
fi ercely all-ages so everyone can enjoy a show!

Healer @ 3631 E Raymond St, Indianapolis, IN 46203

Healer has been located on the southeast-side of 
Indianapolis since 2018. In that time Healer has managed 
to carve out a dedicated niche for itself. Boasting a one of a 
kind space that melds a rotating interactive art exhibit with a 
classic DIY venue space. This space has amassed a dedicated 
fan base that includes not only concert goers but also bands 
that regularly play to a room packed with adoring fans.

Hoosier Dome @ 1627 Prospect St, Indianapolis, IN 46203

The Hoosier Dome opened in 2010 and has been a 
cornerstone of the local DIY scene since. The Dome is fi ercely 
all-ages, making a point to not serve alcohol to make the 
space as inclusive 
as possible for 
people of all ages 
and all walks of 
life. The Dome 
is also notably 
inclusive to all 
walks of life, 
offering a music 
space for Queer 
youth in the city 
and an absolute 
zero-tolerance policy for discrimination. Home to local shows 
as well as national tours.

Atomic Bowl @ 1105 Prospect St, Indianapolis, IN 46203

While not primarily a music venue, Atomic Bowl is often 
home to all ages shows as well as other all ages events. 
Featuring fully functioning Duck Pin bowling lanes and 
equipment, Atomic Bowl is a unique space located inside 
the historic Fountain Square Center. The vibe is 50s & 60s 
sock-hop and soda jerk decor, and the events range from DJ 
dance nights to underground (literally) hardcore shows.

Hi-Fi Annex @ 1043 Virginia Ave, Indianapolis, IN 46203

The Hi-Fi Annex is the outdoor extension of The Hi-Fi music 
venue. It is almost always all-ages (hold a couple exceptions) 
and is a well-sized venue that allows people young, old, and 
in between to see their favorite bands; whether they are 
large national headliners, regional acts, local bands, or even 
large festivals of dozens of artists. The Hi-fi  also provides all 
ages shows when possible inside on the Hi-Fi main stage.

Emerson Theater @ 4630 E 10th St, Indianapolis, IN 46201

The Emerson Theater has been hosting events as a movie 
theater and then a live performance space since 1928. 
Located on the East Side, The Emerson was known as the 
premiere spot for all-ages shows in the 90s and 2000s - 
under new ownership and management there has been a 
lot of renovation in recent years and now has a few concerts 
each n-month, both local and national.

LongShot @ 1336 S Shelby St, Indianapolis, IN 46203

The LongShot is an artist-community-run building south of 
the fountain in Fountain Square that is available for rent for 
all-ages concerts and events, as well as hosting their own lot 
parties with bands and DJs on First Fridays during the warm 
months of the year. All-ages but BYOB, the vibe is urban chic 
- industrial clubhouse where anything goes but bad vibes.

The Hoosier Dome (submitted photo)
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Farm Aid 2023 Review
Story & Photo By John Geiger

"Farm Aid: A Concert for Earth and Farmers" 
embodied its core mission in a captivating event 
on Saturday, September 23rd, at the Ruoff Music 
Center in Noblesville, Indiana. This year marked 
the 38th annual gathering, 
where the festival's guiding 
board members – Willie 
Nelson, John Mellencamp, 
Dave Matthews, Margo 
Price, and the returning 
Neil Young – led a musical 
spectacle like no other. 
Farm Aid 2023 captivated 
farmers and fans in Indiana.

Neil Young's return to the 
Farm Aid stage was a long-awaited moment after 
a two-year hiatus due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
His acoustic set, which commenced with "Comes 
A Time" and closed with the timeless song "Heart 
of Gold," marked a poignant and soulful reentry. 

The festival's co-headliners, including the surprise 
late-night appearance by the legendary Bob 
Dylan with the Heartbreakers, delivered a night 
of unforgettable performances. Dylan's presence 
held special signifi cance as he had planted the 
seed for Farm Aid's inception back in 1985 during 
his Live Aid performance, sparking Willie Nelson's 
commitment to supporting America's family 
farmers. 

At 90 years old, Willie Nelson continues to prove 
that age is just a number as he headlined the 

event, showcasing his enduring star talent with 
classics like "Whiskey River" and a heartwarming 
rendition of "Will the Circle Be Unbroken." His per-
formance was both musically powerful and fi lled 
with the humor that has defi ned his incredible 
life. 

John Mellencamp, a na-
tive of Indiana, took pride 
in bringing Farm Aid back 
to his home state. His set, 
packed with hits, included 
the poignant "Rain on the 
Scarecrow," a refl ection 
on the plight of displaced 
farmers that resonated 
with the festival's endur-
ing mission. 

Farm Aid has a rich history in Indiana, with mem-
orable past events like Farm Aid IV in 1990 and 
Farm Aid 2001: A Concert for America, which took 
place just weeks after the tragic events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001. 

Beyond the music, Farm Aid continues to lead the 
way in hosting environmentally sustainable live 
music events. The festival featured organic cotton 
T-shirts, farming and environmental demonstra-
tions, and a variety of locally sourced food options. 
Volunteers worked diligently to ensure food waste 
was composted, aligning with the festival's com-
mitment to sustainability. 

Dave Matthews stood out with his acoustic guitar 
duets, showcasing sonic magic with fellow musi-
cian Tim Reynolds. As the sun set over the Indi-

ana cornfi elds surrounding the amphitheater, 
Matthews performed "Virginia in the Rain" and 
emphasized the farmers' dedication to the planet 
and community, contrasting it with the prof-
it-driven conventional farming system. 

Collaborations were a constant highlight, with art-
ists seamlessly joining each other on stage. Allison 
Russell, Lukas Nelson, Kyshona, Bob Weir, Margo 
Price, and Sturgill Simpson created 

unforgettable moments, reminding everyone that 
Farm Aid is more than just a concert: it's a collabo-
rative effort to support family farmers with music 
and camaraderie. 

Willie Nelson's vision from over a decade ago still 
rings true today: "We started out to save the family 
farmer. Now it looks like the family farmer is going 
to save us." In a time of climate crisis, regenerative 
farming practices offer hope, and Farm Aid con-
tinues to champion this cause. 

Margo Price eloquently summed up the intercon-
nectedness of the climate crisis and food crisis, 
emphasizing the role each person plays with 
every dollar spent. Neil Young echoed this state-
ment, stressing the importance of people sup-
porting farmers for real change to occur. 

In the end, Neil Young reminded the crowd that 
Farm Aid isn't just an event; it's a collective effort. 
"Farm Aid is you," he declared, reinforcing the idea 
that it's the people who hold the power to make 
a difference and support the essential cause of 
family farmers. Learn more about how to help at 
www.farmaid.org.

FARM AID 2023 CAPTIVATED FANS AND FARMERS IN INDIANA

family farmers. Learn more about how to help at 



1. BOYGENIUS “THE RECORD”
2. FLEETWOOD MAC “RUMOURS”
3. PHOEBE BRIDGERS “PUNISHER”
4. SMASHING PUMPKINS “SIAMESE 

DREAM”
5. SZA “CTRL”
6. TAYLOR SWIFT “SPEAK NOW - 

(T.V.)”
7. JID “THE FOREVER STORY”
8. PARAMORE “THIS IS WHY”
9. PINK FLOYD “DARK SIDE OF THE 

MOON”           
10. FLEETWOOD MAC “GREATEST HITS”
11. SILK SONIC “AN EVENING WITH”
12. MAC MILLER “SWIMMING”
13. TAYLOR SWIFT “EVERMORE”
14. TYLER THE CREATOR “SCUM F*CK 

FLOWER BOY”
15. ARCTIC MONKEYS “AM”
16. BOYGENIUS “BOYGENIUS”
17. NOAH KAHAN “STICK SEASON”
18. GRETA VAN FLEET “FROM THE 

FIRES”
19. MAC MILLER “CIRCLES” 
20. TAYLOR SWIFT “MIDNIGHTS”
21. ANDERSON PAAK “MALIBU”
22. ALICE IN CHAINS “DIRT”
23. CAGE THE ELEPHANT             

“TELL ME I’M PRETTY”  
24. RADIOHEAD “IN RAINBOWS”
25. MAC MILLER “BLUE SLIDE PARK”
26. TURNSTILE “GLOW ON”
27. KENDRICK LAMAR “GOOD KID 

M.A.A.D CITY” 
28. SMASHING PUMPKINS “MELLON 

COLLIE & THE INFINITE SADNESS”
29. TAYLOR SWIFT “1989- (T.V.)”
30. THE CURE “WISH”
31. QUEENS OF THE STONE AGE “IN 

TIMES NEW ROMAN”
32. TAYLOR SWIFT “RED”
33. BILLIE EILISH “HAPPIER THAN 

EVER”
34. NIRVANA “NEVERMIND”
35. RADIOHEAD “KID A MNESIA”
36. GLASS ANIMALS “ZABA”
37. RIHANNA “ANTI”
38. OLIVIA RODRIGO “GUTS”
39. TYLER CHILDERS “LIVE ON RED 

BARN RADIO I & II”
40. TAME IMPALA “CURRENTS”

1. LIL UZI VERT “THE PINK TAPE”
2. TYLER THE CREATOR “WOLF” 
3. OLIVIA RODRIGO “GUTS”
4. COCTEAU TWINS “HEAVEN OR 

LAS VEGAS” 
5. DEFTONES “WHITE PONY” 
6. MAZZY STAR “SO THAT TONIGHT I 

MIGHT SEE”
7. ALICE IN CHAINS “DIRT”
8. LANA DEL REY “DID YOU KNOW”
9. RADIOHEAD “IN RAINBOWS”
10. SMASHING PUMPKINS “SIAMESE 

DREAM”
11. THE CURE “DISINTEGRATION”
12. DEPECHE MODE “MEMENTO 

MORI”
13. NOAH KAHAN “STICK SEASON”
14. TYLER THE CREATOR “IGOR”
15. KESHI “GABRIEL”
16. DEFTONES “SATURDAY NIGHT 

WRIST”
17. METALLICA “72 SEASONS”
18. TAYLOR SWIFT “FOLKLORE”
19. MY CHEMICAL ROMANCE “THREE 

CHEERS FOR SWEET REVENGE”
20. PARAMORE “THIS IS WHY”
21. TYLER THE CREATOR “CALL ME...” 
22. TAYLOR SWIFT “LOVER”
23. JOHN COLTRANE “EVENINGS AT 

THE VILLAGE GATE”
24. DEFTONES “AROUND THE FUR”
25. EARL SWEATSHIRT “DORIS”
26. BOYGENIUS “THE RECORD”
27. TYLER THE CREATOR “SCUM F*CK 

FLOWER BOY” 
28. MODERN BASEBALL “YOU’RE 

GONNA MISS IT”
29. TAYLOR SWIFT “FEARLESS”
30. PHOEBE BRIDGERS “PUNISHER”
31. DEFTONES “ADRENALINE”
32. THE SMITHS “THE QUEEN IS DEAD”
33. TAYLOR SWIFT “1989 - (T.V.)”
34. WET LEG “WET LEG”
35. OBITUARY “DYING OF 

EVERYTHING”
36. RADIOHEAD “OK COMPUTER”
37. GORILLAZ “DEMON DAYS”
38. THE GARDEN “KISS MY RING”
39. WILCO “CRUEL COUNTRY”
40. QUEENS OF THE STONE AGE “IN 

TIMES NEW ROMAN”

2023’s TOP SELLERS FOR LPs & CDs

LPs CDs

INDY CD & VINYL NEW PRODUCT ALERT! MANIC PANIC!

What year is it anyway? Well, in 2023 Indy CD & VInyl is 
now carrying Tish & Snooky’s Manic Panic hair color pucks - 
always vegan and cruelty free!
Founded in 1977 and reaching a height of popularity in the 
1990s, this semi-permanent hair dye was (and is again) a rite 
of passage for young (and young-at-heart) music fans!
Manic Panic is safe and simple to use. We carry almost 30 
different colors and shades from which to choose so you can 
look your very best walking the streets with Indy CD & Vinyl 
shopping bags! See you soon!

INDY CD & VINYL UNVEILS NEW LINE OF CLEANERS

Indy CD & Vinyl recently unveiled their own 
line of vinyl cleaning supplies, including 
these cool-looking bottles of ‘Black Magic’ 
cleaning solution and branded lint-free 
cloths pre-moistened with the anti-static 
Black Magic cleaning solution.
Other than heavy-duty cleaning requiring 
our machines at the shop, this is all you 
need to keep your records clean of debris 
and dust for a lifetime of play!

CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS:
ACROSS  4. VOGUE 5. RENES 6. JUSTPOPIN 7. CAROLLAS 8. GOODEARTH 11. SAHARA 
14. BRICS 15. HEDLUNDS 16. PLUMPS 17. NICEY 18. METAMORPHOSIS 19. TWENTYTAP 

20. LOLABLU   DOWN  1. MONON 2. DECKADEMICS 3. MINUS 9. RUSTEDMOON
10. WARFLEIGH 12. HALFLITER 13. ALLEYCAT


